THE SECTS OF THE KHARIJIYAH

hell, for which view the Kadariyah condemned him as an
unbeliever. He then made a covenant with the Abstainers
among the Khawarij, in consonance with his views on the
abjuration of whoever does not agree with him on the sub-
ject of fighting those within the sects of this religion who
disagree with his view, calling them polytheists. Wherever
he fought and defeated some enemy he commanded their
possessions to be burned and their animals slaughtered, and
at the same time killed the prisoners taken from those who
disagreed with him. His appearance was in the days of
Harttn al-Rashid, in the year 179. His uprising lasted until
the early part of the caliphate of al-Ma?mun. When he
took possession of some provinces, he installed as his Kadi
over them abu-Yahya Yusuf ibn-Bashshar, as leader of his
army a man by the name of Jlwaih ibn-Ma'bad, and as
leader of his bodyguard 'Amr ibn-Sa/id. Many of the poets
of the Khawarij joined him,'such as Talhah ibn-Fahd,
abu-1-Julandi and others. He started hostilities against the
Baihasiyah of the Khawarij, most of whom he killed, so
that it was after this that he was called the Commander of
the Faithful. The poet Talhah ibn-Fahd said about this:

" The Commander of the Faithful is on the right way and under the

best of guidance,

What a marvelous commander, surpassing the other commanders just
as the shining moon surpasses the small star."

It was after this that Hamzah made a raid against the
Khazimiyah among the Khawarij in a part of the country
known as Faljard,1 killing great numbers of them. Then
he himself went to Hirat,2 whose people prevented him from
entering it, but he fought those outside of the city and put
them to the sword. Then 'Amr ibn-Yazid al-Azdi, who at

1 Ibid., vols. iii-iv, index.

2 Ibid., vol. vi, p. 18, province of Khurasan.